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Living Lakes Achievements and Goals

In a growing network � currently consisting of 111 member lakes represented by 140 partner organisations from 50 
countries worldwide � common strategies, approaches, developments and experiences need to be regularly evalu-
ated and re�ected.

With the new Living Lakes Achievements and Goals 2019 � 2024 publication, the Living Lakes Network con-
tinues to inform about what has been achieved by the Living Lakes partners and what will be in the focus of the 
upcoming �ve years. The report is timely published for the 15th Living Lakes Conference in Valencia and the 20th 
anniversary of the Living Lakes Network. 

All partners were requested to submit information about the most important achievements since 2012 as well as 
the main objectives of their work for the nearer future.  The third �Living Lakes Achievements and Goals� brochure 
provides an overview from 56 partner organisations all over the world. The report shows the contributions of Living 
Lakes to international conventions and to solutions for complex issues, wetlands, lakes and their catchment areas 
are exposed to. Jointly, the network has been very active and achieved a lot: 270 concrete results presented in this 
publication underline the expertise and dedication of the Living Lakes partners towards a better protection of lakes 
and wetlands. Furthermore the overall balance con�rms that the enormous challenges can be approached more 
successfully with intense cooperation and active platforms such as the Living Lakes network which was created to 
support the organisations in their challenging activities.

We looked back, we look ahead and we look beyond and developed a common agenda for the next �ve years. De-
spite many success stories, the situation of wetlands worldwide has not improved. Increasing populations impose 
increasing pressures on water bodies in too many countries. Increasing demands for raw material from mining and 
intensive agriculture as well as other overexploitation of natural resources, put servere pressures on lakes and 
wetlands, even at the most remote places of the world. Maintaining the ecosystem services, indispensable for the 
people�s survival, and stopping the dramatic loss of biodiversity at the same time, will remain two of the most 
important challenges in the future. More than 280 goals of Living Lakes partners presented in this goals brochure 
show the willingness and capability to contribute to solve those burning problems.

On the occasion of the 20th Anniversary, the Living Lakes coordinator Global Nature Fund launched a Living Lakes 
strategy process to update the strategic plan for the future development of the network. The revised plan will 
improve the network structure and processes as well as the exchange and cooperation with stakeholders. It will be 
an orientation for where to put our efforts as a network and will ensure that Living Lakes will continue to ful�l its 
mission in the future.

The Living Lakes Strategy will be approved by the partners during the 15th Living Lakes general assembly and will 
be soon published on the Living Lakes Website. 

Mission, vision and objectives did not change. The Living Lakes network will � unfortunately - not run out of work, 
and we will go on to �Save the lakes of our world�. 

We save the lakes of the world!
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Also beyond the UN Decade of Education for Sustainable Development 2005 to 2014, the activities of Living Lakes 
in education, maintained in high intensity. Furthermore, the partner feedbacks show a strong involvement in com-
munity development. The work on topics like sewage water treatment, agriculture and some lighthouse activities 
e.g. on innovative models to raise funds for conservation (Aichi Target 20), demonstrate the high innovative power 
of a strong and committed Living Lakes community. 

A comparison with the of�cial national Ramsar reports from countries with Living Lakes partners, indicates the 
strong contribution of Living Lakes to the achievement of the main goals within the Ramsar Convention: again, the 
emphasis on habitat restoration, conservation and management. The comparison indicates some lack of opportuni-
ties of grass root organisations for effective adovcay. Lack of law enforcement is still a big problem in many coun-
tries and should be tackled more in the future. National authorities ask for feedback of the Living Lakes specialists 
in many countries, and many contribute actively to the national reports. Many Living Lakes partners participate 
in national and transboundery research activities and in the monitoring of environmental issues. More and more 
coordinate citizens sciences approaches in order to strenghten participatory monitoring. Again, the comparison 
shows the dedication of Living Lakes partners towards innovative approaches, to touch new issues and �nd innova-
tive solutions. 

Looking ahead and beyond
Also in the future, emphasis of Living Lakes partner organisations will be on habitat restauration, conservation 
and management. The protectedplanet.net platform still shows the lack of plans for management and development 
for many protected wetlands worldwide. Unsatisfying legislation and law enforcement goes hand in hand with this 
lack of regulation. The meaning of aquifers became more apparent in the past years, so working with agriculture 
and other sources of negative impacts like mining is another priority for the next years. 

Living Lakes members collaborate successfully with municipalities for many years, not exclusively in community 
development projects. Municipalities in lake regions have a special responsibility for the protection of lakes and 
wetlands they border on. Degradation or destruction of lakes and lakes� ecosystem services are also caused by lake 
communities, which are affected most by this at the same time. Sustainable community development turned out 
to be a success model to solve issues in recent years, and will be fostered and pronounced in the next years: part-
ners announce 50% more activities here. 

Many lakes still suffer from lack of sound sewage water treatment � even if treatment plants are installed and all 
types of technologies are available. Partners plan to almost double activities here and put emphasis on well-tried 
techniques like green �lters, which provide solutions for off grid communities. Green �lters contribute also signi�-
cantly to the treatment of non-point contamination of lakes as shown by the City of Valencia and Laguna L‘Albufera.

One concern is not yet re�ected in the partners� goals for the upcoming years. Plastic waste and mircoplastics are 
known as a dramatic threat for our oceans. Latest studies show that microplastics and medical substances are found 
in almost every open water in Europe. Littering and the total lack of waste management are a serious issue in 
many countries and a source of contamination for lakes and wetlands. Living Lakes partner will need to work more 
strongly in activities to avoid, reduce and recycle waste.

We save the lakes of the world!
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The 2.300 lakes and ponds with their natural diversity 
characterise the Upper Swabian cultural landscape 
north of Lake Constance. In addition to the natural 
ice-age lakes, these also include ponds created by man 
in the High and Late Middle Ages, as well as peat and 
dredging lakes. The Upper Swabian lakes and ponds 
are relatively small with an area between 0,5 ha and 
70 ha, but are of great importance for nature and peo-
ple. As diverse as the still waters are, so rich is their 
ecological equipment, which offers an adapted habitat 
to many animal and plant species. The Upper Swabian 
lakes and ponds also make an important contribution 
to local recreation, leisure activities, tourism, �ood 
protection, climate compensation and energy genera-
tion. 

Achievements 2012 � 2018
Over the past 30 years, the "Action Programme for the 
Rehabilitation of Upper Swabian Lakes" has succeeded 
in sustainably improving the ecological condition of 
many lakes and ponds through the development and 
implementation of rehabilitation concepts. Measures 
in the wastewater sector have reduced the point nutri-
ent inputs into the Upper Swabian lakes and ponds. 
Sedimentation basins protect the waters from eroded 
soil material and thus prevent sedimentation. The 
construction of monks enables regular drainage of the 
ponds. Fishery management can thus be adapted to 
ecological needs. Temporary drainage during winter 
months promotes sludge degradation through the 
mineralisation of the soil. The temporary drainage in 
summer offers a habitat for rare plants of the pond 
bottom vegetation.

Goals 2019 � 2024
The further increase in intensive agricultural produc-
tion will in future require targeted water protection 
advice for farmers in the hydrological catchment areas. 
The diffuse nutrient inputs into the water bodies can 
be signi�cantly reduced by additional extensi�cation 
of areas at risk of yield loss. This is also important 
in view of increasing heavy rainfall events. The rena-
turation of watercourses in catchment areas and the 
maintenance of the shores of lakes and ponds in Upper 
Swabia increase the ecological quality of habitats and 
make a signi�cant contribution to biotope networking 
and species protection.

Upper Swabian Lakes | Germany

Europe

Aktionsprogramm zur Sanierung oberschwäbischer Seen (SOS)
www.seenprogramm.de
info@seenprogramm.de 
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Lake St. Lucia lies in the centre of the iSimangaliso 
Wetland Park, the oldest protected area in Africa. It is 
surrounded by massive vegetated dunes on the eastern 
shores. About 530 bird species are recorded at Lake St. 
Lucia. The range of other animals is equally diverse, 
among them the Leatherback Turtle, the Nile Croco-
dile, the African Python, and the Hippopotamus. In 
1999, UNESCO recognised the Greater St. Lucia Wet-
land Park as a World Heritage Site thus acknowledging 
the universal value of this unique landscape. 

Achievements 2012 – 2018

�s	Strategic focus on the KwaJobe, Dukuduku and 
KwaSokhulu communities, given their impact on 3 of 
the primary river systems �owing into Lake St Lucia 
and its estuary, namely, the Msunduzi, Imfolozi 
and uMkhuze Rivers. Key interventions include the 
establishment of long-term alien plant control and 
forest restoration projects, and the introduction of 
Food for Life, Khuthaza enterprise development and 
environmental Ambassador interventions.

�s	Ongoing strategic support for the iSimangaliso World 
Heritage Area Management Authority, with emphasis 
on promoting the achievements of the Authority and 
the natural beauty and splendor of Lake St Lucia and 
the greater iSimangaliso World Heritage Area.

Goals 2019 – 2024

�s	Provide ongoing support for the community based 
alien plant control, forest restoration, Food for Life, 
Khuthaza enterprise and Ambassador interventions.

�s	Develop and implement locally appropriate climate 
change adaptation strategies in the Dukuduku and 
St Lucia community, centred around improved local 
governance, adaptive climate smart agro-ecology 
and the stimulation of local businesses. 

�s	Establish a Green and/or Oceans’ Schools network 
through the communities neighbouring on Lake St 
Lucia and the iSimangaliso World Heritage area.

�s	Establish a strategic partnership framework with the 
iSimangaliso World Heritage Area Management Au-
thority, to embed the Living Lakes focused activities 
into their management activities.

LaKE ST. LUCIa |  South Africa

Afr ica

WILDTRUST

http://wildtrust.co.za/

info@wildtrust.co.za 
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The Dead Sea is located 433 m below sea level. Its 
shores are the lowest lying natural spot on the earth’s 
surface. Apart from algae and bacteria occurring in 
some estuaries aside the Dead Sea, (that can occasion-
ally bloom also into the Dead Sea over a several days 
period), the Dead Sea is biologically dead. Its salt 
content is ten times higher than that of sea water. Its 
“over-salinity” is attributed to the salt-laden in�ow 
rivers, to the absence of an out-�ow, and to the huge 
amounts of water evaporating under a �erce sun. The 
Dead Sea is in fact the terminal lake of the Jordan 
River. The lake is extremely endangered by the extensive 
water extraction from the Jordan in the north and the 
mineral extraction by the industry, which dries the lake 
from the south. Diversion of the Jordan River is as high 
as 95 % of the historical �ow: half of the �ow is taken 
by Israel and the other half by Syria and Jordan togeth-
er. Since 1967, Palestinians have been denied access to 
the Jordan River and the Dead Sea.

Achievements 2012 – 2018

�s	In 2013 an important precedent was achieved when 
the Israeli Government agreed to release 30MCM of 
fresh water into the Lower Jordan River for the �rst 
time in the past 49 years.

�s	Wastewater treatment plants have been completed 
along the Jordan Valley by Israel, Jordan, and Pales-
tine, by removing some of the sewage from the river.

�s	A master plan for the rehabilitation of the Lower 
Jordan River, based on 3 years of joint Israeli-Pales-
tinian-Jordanian EU-funded research, was prepared 
by EcoPeace Middle East. This multi-purpose strategy 
includes water use for economic / tourism and eco-
logical purposes, and water transfer for various uses, 
which if implemented would signi�cantly increase the 
amount of water �owing into the Dead Sea by 2050.

�s	In 2016, 28 swimmers from around the world em-
barked on the �rst ever swim across the Dead Sea, 
for the purpose of calling for concerted action on 

Dead Sea |  Israel, Jordan, and Palestine

EcoPeace Middle East

http://ecopeaceme.org/ 

nfo@EcoPeaceME.org 

the part of governments to deal with the root causes 
of the Dead Sea’s demise. The swim achieved media 
attention across the globe.

�s	A draft concession document that is designed to al-
low mineral extraction on the Israeli side after 2030 
has replaced the prior term ‘exploitation’ to ‘sustain-
able development’ of the Dead Sea and has for the 
�rst time identi�ed the need to charge industry for 
the water they withdraw out of the Dead Sea. 

Goals 2019 – 2024

�s	Advocate that the new concession, being negoti-
ated by the government of Israel and industry, will 
reduce to a minimum the amount of Dead Sea water 
withdrew by the industry. This goal will be reached 
by placing a suf�cient charge on that water so that 
industry has an incentive to invest in technology 
that can abstract minerals without drying up the 
Dead Sea. Advocate that the same terms be included 
in any new concession on the Jordan side too.

�s	Raise funds and complete a study that would look 
into the possibility of treated wastewater contribut-
ing to the rehabilitation of the lower Jordan and its 
in�ow into the Dead Sea.

�s	Advance Palestinian access to the Jordan River and 
Dead Sea in a manner that move forward the two-state 
solution and promotes economic prosperity for the Pal-
estinian economy based on a fair share of sustainable 
tourism and mineral extraction around the Dead Sea.

�s	Promote the tri-lateral registration of the Dead Sea 
as a World Heritage site.

�s	Promote the creation of a tri-lateral Dead Sea Commis-
sion that would help sustainably manage the Dead Sea 
with the needs of future generations at the forefront.

Asia
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Red lake (Lake Ulaan) is a saltwater lake of the 
southern Mongolian Lakes Valley located 1008 m 
above the sea level in Mandal-Ovoo soum of Umnugobi 
province. The total area is 175 km2 according to E.M. 
Murzaev measurement. The absolute altitude of the 
lake is 1032 m, ground total area is 142 km², maxi-
mum depth is 4,2 km² and volume of the lake water is 
0,3 km³ according to the measurement that has been 
done in 1988. In 1998, the Red Lake has dried up 
because of Onggi River �ow that stopped to reach the 
Red Lake due to the numerous wrong actions of the 
state that began in 1960. As a result of the dried Red 
Lake, which has signi�cant impact on environment of 
Mongolian gobi region, has caused a drought, water 
scarcity and leaving the people unable to stay.

Achievements 2012 – 2018

�s	The law on "Prohibition of mineral exploration and 
mineral operations at headwaters of rivers, protected 
zones of water reservoirs and forested areas" ap-
proved on 16th of July, 2009. 

�s	By decree No.608 of Control stage court of Civil cases 
of State High Court on 20th of October, 2011, assigned 
government to implement decree No.55 of State Great 
Khural on 1th of July, 2009, related to Article No.1 of 
regulation of "Prohibition of mineral exploration and 
mineral operations at headwaters of rivers, protected 
zones of water reservoirs and forested areas" law and 
other related provisions of the same law. 

�s	The Environmental non-governmental organizations 
and civilizations got a right to �le a claim to the 
court by the amendments of Environmental Protec-
tion Law on 8th of July, 2010.

�s	On 16th of September, 2014, Munkhbayar.Ts and his 
colleagues were against the parliament to discuss 
amendment on regulation of "Prohibition of mineral 
exploration and mineral operations at headwaters of 
rivers, protected zones of water reservoirs and forested 
areas" law, and was sentenced by 7-10 years in prison. 

�s	By 40th decision of First stage Administrative Court 
on 22th of January, 2018, decided to invalidate 
environmental impact assessment of UVS oil ex-
ploration and research project of Mongolia Gladwill 
Uvs Petroleum LLC located in Malchin soum of Uvs 
province. As a claimer Angir Nuden Munduukhei NGO 
and as a respondent Professional Council of Environ-
mental Impact Assessment Department of Ministry 
of Environment and Tourism. This case was one of 
the good example and opened the opportunities 
to invalidate speci�c licenses of other exploration 
companies.

Goals 2019 – 2024

�s	To provide implementation of "Prohibition of mineral 
exploration and mineral operations at headwaters 
of rivers, protected zones of water reservoirs and 
forested areas” law.

�s	To �le a claim on environmental damage of Onggi 
River basin. 

�s	To expand “Onggi River-Nomadic tour” program.

�s	To monitor land ownership and land consumption 
authorization in Onggi River basin. 

�s	To expand “Increase of precipitation on headwater 
of the Onggi River” program.

Lakes Ulaan, Airag, KhYargas, and Angir-Nuden Mondoohei |  Mongolia

United Movement of Mongolian Rivers and Lakes (UMMRL)

rivermovements@gmail.com 

�nggi River Movement

onggi.rivermovement@gmail.com 
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Lake Uvs, covering 3.423 km², lies in the northern part 
of the Great Lakes basin in the northeastern region 
of Uvs province. With 84 km in length and 79 km in 
width, this lake is the biggest in Mongolia. Lake Uvs 
is uninterrupted, it has no streams �owing outwards 
and has a salt content �ve times higher than that of 
the sea. 38 rivers join Lake Uvs. Adjoining the lake 
are salt marshes and all manner of plant life such as 
reeds, feather grass, various bushes and shrubs, sedge, 
willows and aspens. There are 362 species of aquatic 
birds, including swans, snow herons, spoonbills, 
steppe-hazel grouse, ducks and yellow-hazel geese, 
and 72 species of mammals. 

Uvs Nuur is �ve times saltier than the ocean, and 
devoid of edible �sh, but this does not mean the lake 
is dead. The lake's surface is at an altitude of 759 m, 
making it the lowest point in western Mongolia. It has 
no outlet, so a lot of the shoreline is swampy, making 
it dif�cult to reach. 

Except for Mongolia's highest peaks, this is the coldest 
part of the country: in 1974 a temperature of -57°C 
was recorded. Summer temperatures typically climb to 
over 40°C, and these extremes are one reason why the 
lake was chosen as one of ten locations globally to be 
studied for climate change by the international Geo-
Biosphere Program. The lake is part of the Uvs Nuur 
Strictly Protected Area.

Achievements 2012 – 2018

�s	Repaired around area of the stream.

�s	Sea buckthorns were cultivated in 0.5 hectares for 
manage forestry.

�s	Gave education about conservation to 200 people.

�s	Lawn were cultivated in 0.2 hectares heading for 
green Ulaangom city.

�s	Participated in international conference of Uvs lake 
protection.

Goals 2019 – 2024

�s	Will expand cooperation of state organizations and 
non-governmental organizations which work de-
pends on Lake Uvs 

�s	Will establish eco club and do operation.

�s	Will teach to students of schools about conserva-
tion.

�s	Will organize competition of hand drawing that title 
is "Lake Uvs protection".

�s	In the future, tree seedlings will be produced and 
contribute for more green environment of Lake Uvs.

Lake Uvs |  Mongolia

Uvs Green Movement   

uvs_greenmov@yahoo.com 
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Poyang Lake (max. surface area 5.100 km²) is the 
largest freshwater lake in China, situated in Jiangxi 
Province. The lake is about 173 km long and 16,9 km 
wide. The depth of the Poyang Lake is only 8,4 meters. 
The water volume of the Lake reaches about 30 km³. 
Poyang Lake is an in-out lake connecting to �ve major 
rivers (Gan River, Fu River, Xin River, Rao River, Xiu 
River). The lake drains directly into the Yangtze River. 
600 varieties of wetland vegetables are widely distrib-
uted in the lake area. 140 �sh and 310 bird species 
are recorded in Poyang Lake.

Achievements 2012 – 2018

�s	The second Poyang Lake investigation: During 2012 
to 2015, organized by MRLDO/MRLSD, focusing on 
the four aspects of Poyang Lake: Hydrological situa-
tion, pollution sources and environmental pollution, 
water environment quality, the social and economic 
development.

�s	Domestic wastewater treatment: Due to the living 
quality improvement in rural areas, wastewater from 
showering, washing and �ushing is increasing in 
Poyang lake area.

�s	Garbage classi�cation: In cities, MRLSD carried out 
several awareness rising activities of garbage clas-
si�cation by the way of road show, pupil lessons and 
community-based wall painting.

�s	Agricultural non-point pollution control: Jiangxi 
Province took actions to reduce the fertilizer and 
pesticide utilization and make restriction area for 
livestock and poultry farming.

�s	International cooperation: MRLSD use the platform 
of Global Living Lakes Network (GLLN) to enforce the 
international cooperation on sustainable develop-
ment.

Goals 2019 – 2024

�s	Prevention/control the industrial pollution: Started 
from 2018, the government enacts laws and regula-
tions to prohibit that chemical enterprises set up 
new industries within 1 km.

�s	Water pollution control: Establishing monitoring 
mechanism for pollution discharge outlets into 
rivers and increasing the rate of urban waste water 
treatment over to 95%.

�s	Improvement of agricultural: The recycling and utili-
zation/ equipment installation rate of livestock and 
poultry manure should reach to 85%/ 95% to the 
amount of pesticide and fertilizer application should 
be negative growth.

�s	Improvement of shoreline: The illegal wharf regula-
tion along the rivers and Poyang Lake areas will be 
completed in an all-round way to standardize the 
sand excavation.

�s	Ecological protection/restoration: The wetland 
protection rate of the whole province should reach 
to 52%, the geological environment recovery and 
treatment of abandoned mines should reach to more 
than 50%.

Lake PoYang |  China 

MRLSD – Promotion Association for Mountain-River-Lake Regional 
Sustainable Development   

www.mrlsd.org.cn mrlsd@nc.jx.cn

Asia



55

The Tonle Sap Lake is located in north-west of Phnom 
Penh, capital city of Cambodia. It is the largest fresh-
water lake in Southeast Asia at the end of the wet 
season. It provides water for half of Cambodia’s crops, 
and yields of �sh and it is also one of the country’s 
most important transportation routes.

During raining season, the lake is �lled with water 
�owing from the northward-�owing Mekong River and 
becomes 11 to 14 m deep and expands its surface 
area to around 10.000 to 12.000 km². In dry season 
in size to 3.000 to 3.500 km², with average depth of 
2m as water �ows out from the lake when the Mekong 
changes course and �ows south. There are 300 species 
of �sh living in Tonle Sap.

Achievements 2012 – 2018

�s	FACT continued to build and maintain constructive re-
lationships with government agencies such as Ministry 
of Environment (MoE), Fisheries Administration (FiA), 
Ministry of Interior (MoI), and local authorities.

�s	The work of the Coalition of Cambodian Fishers 
brought important �sheries issues up. The responses 
from the FiA and the Ministry of Interior, was posi-
tive and this method of reporting major challenges 
directly to the top government saw impressing 
results during 2016.

�s	To become more capable and independent awareness 
increased of the challenges in the �sheries sector 
among the general public. 

�s	Involving the community �sheries and stakeholders 
to protect �shery and national resources in �shing 
areas, especially to support better livelihoods.

�s	Created a Forum to engage and inform community 
members for the work with ensuring the sustain-
ability of the �sheries resource and supporting the 
gender equality.

Goals 2019 – 2024

�s	Increased community ownership and con�dence in 
protecting �sheries resources by patrolling, observ-
ing and reporting illegal �shing activities. 

�s	Mobilizing local people to seek interventions for 
their own local development supported by relevant 
people and CBOs.

�s	Publicly Government and authorities appreciate 
FACT’s contributions to protecting and conserving 
�sheries resources in Cambodia.

�s	Strengthening Coalition of Cambodian Fishers (CCF) 
role and function in supporting �shing communities.

�s	A large number of �shers can work together to de-
mand for their rights in �sheries resources.

�s	Gender sensitization to get involved in the commu-
nity development and to get a role model or take up 
a leadership role.

Lake Tonle Sap |  Cambodia  

Fisheries Action Coalition Team (FACT) 

www.fact.org.kh 
fact@online.com.kh
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Laguna de Bay is the Philippines' largest inland water 
body covering 98.000 ha, and has a total of 24 sub-
basins draining directly to the lake. The lake is a major 
lifeline for most of the countryside townspeople. Fish-
eries is still the lake's most dominant activity of the 
present. Croplands in the lakeshore towns, aside from 
feeding locals, contribute signi�cantly to the food 
supply of Metropolitan Manila. 

Major threats in the Laguna de Bay include: 

a)  pollution from solid wastes and water discharges, 

b)  siltation / sedimentation, 

c)  watershed habitat alteration and urbanization, 

d)  proliferation alien species, and 

e)  con�icts between �sh pens and cages and open 
 water �sheries.

Achievements 2012 – 2018

�s	Conducting 10 CLEAR Youth Ecological Camps for 202 
students from 46 high schools; printing 1000 copies 
of “Training Manual for Conducting the SCPW Youth 
Ecological Camps” funded by UN World Food Pro-
gram featuring Disaster Risk Reduction Management 
curriculum; replication of ecocamps in 4 municipali-
ties; implementing about 100 school-based wetland 
conservation projects; conducting �ve CLEAR Youth 
Network Congresses. 

�s	Banning pet bottles, single-use plastics and Sty-
rofoam in school canteens. Collection of plastic 
sachets from various products and recycling them 
into pavers and school chairs.

�s	Conducting training for �sherfolk organizations on 
organizational capacity to access resources and how 
to manage them ef�ciently and effectively.

�s	Establishing pilot green �lters at Green Village to 
treat domestic waste.

�s	Conduct of Wetlands BioBlitz to characterize rivers 
in Laguna de Bay.

Laguna de BaY |  Philippines

CLEAR Conservation of Laguna de Bay’s Environment and Resources

www.wetlands.ph/projects/clear/

post@wetlands.ph 

Goals 2019 – 2024

�s	Conduct of CLEAR Youth Ecological Camp in the 
remaining 10 municipalities and the hold the annual 
CLEAR Youth Network Congress.

�s	Full implementation of “Active, Clean and Bountiful 
Rivers: The Wetlands BioBlitz” that aims to charac-
terize rivers in the Laguna de Bay Region using citi-
zen science; Full implementation of “Towards Ending 
Plastic Pollution in Rivers” as part of the “Active, 
Clean, and Bountiful Rivers” program involving re-
trieval of plastic sachets and single-use plastics and 
transforming them to school chairs.

�s	Conduct of a design competition for the Laguna de 
Bay Education Centre and implementation of the 
winning design.

�s	Replicate the green �lters project in selected mu-
nicipalities in the Laguna de Bay Region.

�s	Conduct capacity-building training for the River 
Basin Councils of Laguna de Bay.

Asia



57

San Pablo City is in the province of Laguna, 70 km 
from Metro Manila. Up until the 1960’s, these lakes 
were abundant with �sh and shrimp. Sampaloc Lake is 
the biggest and the most famous of the seven lakes, 
being in the center of the city, it is the most visible 
and accessible. The lake is about 104 ha with average 
depth of 10m. Years of neglect led to the deterioration 
of this lake in the 1980s and 90s, as illegal structures 
sprouted along the lakeshore and aquaculture struc-
tures mushroomed on the lake covering as much as 
70% of the water surface area at its worst. The re-
maining area was �lled with waterlilies. 

Achievements 2012 – 2018

�s	Of�cially implement the policy regarding the regula-
tion for the �oating �sh cages through the Aquacul-
ture Zoning Plan. It includes the orderly relocation 
of the �sh cages to a designated area.

�s	Information spreading under their Ministries of Ecol-
ogy to promote: “Caring for Our Common Home”. The 
FSLF, the Ministry on Ecology and other stakeholders 
have joined efforts to adopt, mitigate and provide 
resiliency of the rivers and lakes from the local to 
the national level.

�s	Participation in the drafting of the master develop-
ment plan with the �oating green �lter as one of 
the featured structures.

�s	We staged a series of �uvial parades in conjunction 
with the Catholic Church.

�s	The FSLF and the Diocese of San Pablo are currently 
the lead organizations for re-organization of the 24 
watershed organizations.

Lake Sampaloc |  Philippines

Friends of the Seven Lakes Foundation

www.friends7lakes.org 

friends7lakes@gmail.com 

Goals 2019 – 2024

�s	To create a facility for research and learning as FRBC 
that will focus on the sustainable use of our lakes 
and rivers.

�s	To create alternative livelihood programs for �sher 
folk to reduce their reliance on �shing and/or plac-
ing aquaculture structures on lakes. 

�s	To promote the use of the �oating green �lters on 
polluted rivers and lakes to decrease and control 
nutrient load.

�s	To produce a local cable program hosted and pro-
duced by the Youth from San Pablo City. This will 
include four segments: Health and Wellness, Envi-
ronment, Food Trip and Mojo (Mobile Journalism).

�s	To lobby to the Philippine Congress to modify a law 
that allows the public to utilize the lake waters to 
a maximum “10% of the suitable water surface area 
of a lake” for the purpose of putting up �oating �sh 
cages/aquaculture structures.
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Taal is a freshwater lake found in the Province of 
Batangas surrounded by nine municipalities and two 
cities. It is the third largest and deepest lake in the 
Philippines with an average depth of 60 m and a maxi-
mum depth of 198 m. Lake Taal is home to endemic 
species such as Tawilis (Sardinella tawilis), the only 
freshwater sardines and Duhol (Hydrophis semperi). 
There are 35 major tributaries �owing into it and 
draining straight to Pansipit River, only outlet to Bal-
ayan Bay. The water quality of the lake remains within 
Class B (recreational) criteria for inland waters with no 
heavy in�ux of pollutants in compliance to Phil. Clean 
Water Act of RA 9275 and DAO 2016-08.

Goals 2019 – 2024

�s	Established maximum sustainable yields and carrying 
capacities, decisive law enforcement to ensure the 
long term sustainability of all livelihood activities of 
lake stakeholders.

�s	The waters of Lake Taal to remain within the Class 
B (recreational) criteria for inland waters, with no 
heavy in�ux of pollutants that cannot be integrated 
into the ecosystem and thereafter livelihoods, heath 
and economy.

Lake Taal |  Philippines

Pusod

http://pusod.org/pusod/ 

pusodinfo@pusod.org 

�s	Prevent the extinction of endemic species to Lake 
Taal and revitalize and maintain its balanced ecosys-
tem to ensure long term productivity and reduce if 
not eradicate risks.

�s	Encourage conduct of research and studies from lo-
cal and international academic institutions.

�s	Promote a sustainable eco-tourism programs and 
activities in the Lake Taal that contributes to the 
management goals, protect national patrimony, 
cultural heritage values and the economic well-being 
of its communities.
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Mahakam Lakes and Wetlands area is situated between 
180km and 350km from the mouth of the Mahakam. 
This area is one of Kalimantan’s largest wetland areas 
and is a natural �oodplain, encompassing 8.100 km2, 
including the three major lakes, Jempang (150 km2), 
Semayang (130 km2) and Melintang (110 km2) and c. 
32 minor lakes as well as extensive peat and freshwa-
ter swamps. The area plays an important buffer role 
for the natural water regulation of the Mahakam River 
as retarding basin and also for down and upstream hu-
man settlements and is a crucial breeding and migra-
tion site for 90 waterbird species and home to the 
critically endangered population of Irrawaddy River 
dolphins. 

Achievements 2012 – 2018

�s	80 sustainable �sh farmers who have been provided 
with sustainable aqua-culture aid and have all 
stopped illegal electro�shing!

�s	Dolphin rescue network: 39 trained �rst responders 
from �ve villages and 3 sub-districts where dolphins 
often get entangled or trapped in swamp lakes. 14 
dolphins were safely rescued from gillnet entangle-
ment or entrapment in swamps. A decline in annual 
mortality was observed in the last ten years from 5 
to 3 dolphins.

�s	120 youth & women have been trained in plastic-
recycling handycraft production. Furthermore, 430 
women from raft households have committed to no 
longer trash plastics inside the river or lakes.

�s	Environmental education is yearly put in practice for 
17 high schools along the river using RASI's devel-
oped theoretical book and practical courses. Strong 
outreach through social media networking with over 
7.700 members.

Goals 2019 – 2024

�s	Formal establishment of a 48.000 ha protected area 
of critical river habitat. For protecting the river dol-
phins and swamp habitat, �sh spawning and other 
threatened wildlife.

�s	A major reduction of illegal �shing (electro�shing, 
bomb and poison) through local community citizen 
operated monitoring network and increased alterna-
tive resources use for direct �shing such as environ-
mental friendly forms of aqua-culture. 

�s	Environmental education on sustainable resources 
uses and protected wildlife for high and elementary 
schools in the entire catchment area of the Ma-
hakam and a greater awareness of local community 
with regards to proper disposal of inorganic waste.

�s	Further decline of dolphin mortality so that the 
population can grow. Through placement of acoustic 
pingers that deter dolphins at short distance from 
gillnets in the main dolphin distribution areas.

Lake Jempang and Mahakam Wetlands |  Indonesia 

Yayasan Konservasi (YK) RASI – Conservation Foundation for Rare 
Aquatic Species of Indonesia

www.ykrasi.org 

yk.rasi@gmail.com
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Pulicat lake, the second largest brackishwater la-
goon in India located between 300 26’ and 130 43’ N 
latitude and 800 03’ and 800 18’ E longitude almost 
parallel to Bay of Bengal. The Lake extends to about 
60 km in north-south direction with a maximum width 
of 19 km in east-west direction covering an extent of 
about 460 km2. The lake having an average depth of 
about 1,5 m joins with Bay of Bengal at southern end 
with a shallow mouth of about 200 m. Three small 
rivers-Swarnamukhi-at its northern end, Kalangi at 
mid-western side and Arni at its southern end empties 
fresh water to the lake during the rainy season. 

Achievements 2012 – 2018

�s	Awareness on mangroves: CReNIEO and the GNF 
create lot of awareness on the importance of man-
groves in relation to �sheries linked with livelihood 
of coastal people by conducting regular awareness 
programs for children of various schools and villages. 

�s	Restoration of mangroves: CReNIEO focused restora-
tion of mangroves by using the Rizophora mucronate 
species. 44.434 mangrove saplings were planted so 
far.

�s	Increase of Biodiversity: Pulicat Lake supports excel-
lent biodiversity by having rich and numerous �ora 
and fauna as it have brackishwater which shows 
high biological productivity than fresh or sea water.

�s	Income generation: Making people to utilize their 
scarce resources of land for generation of additional 
income, 1.280 households bene�ted with supply of 
vegetable seeds, distributing goats and distribution 
of �shing gears.

�s	Environmental Education: CReNIEO created lot 
of awareness on environment and its protection 
through educating children, youth and adults. CReN-
IEO promoted green vegetation through horticulture 
by allotting saplings of horticulture trees.

Goals 2019 – 2024

�s	To promote sustainable �sheries.

�s	Additional income.

�s	Protection measures for environment.

�s	To ensure involvement of local people and communi-
ties in the protection of lakes.

�s	To make the Living Lake Network internationally 
known.

Lake Pulicat |  India 
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Wular Lake is one of the largest freshwater lakes situ-
ated in Jammu and Kashmir— highly militarized re-
gion, divided since 1947 between sections controlled 
by Pakistan, India and China. Pakistan and India both 
claim the entire region as their own. It acts as a huge 
absorption basin for annual �oodwater. The lake is 
spread over an area of 130 km2 however, due to mas-
sive siltation, encroachment and pollution from past 
couple of decades is shrinking. Over 32.000 families, 
including 2.300 �sher households living on the lake’s 
shores, depend on it for livelihood. The �sh and chest-
nuts both have diminished abysmally.

Achievements 2012 – 2018

�s	Promotion of eco-tourism activities and groups visit-
ing the lake.

�s	Motivation and support of people in the catchment 
area of Wular Lake to shift from farming to handi-
craft sector which has reduced the �ow of fertilizer 
into the lake to a greater extent.

�s	Organization of an annual cleaning drive in and 
around the lake with the participation of students 
and volunteers.

�s	Establishment of an environmental education Centre 
and implementation of awareness raising activities.

�s	Introduction of LED and CFL lamps replacing kero-
sene lamps for �shermen community.

Goals 2019 – 2024

�s	Advocacy for prioritizing the conservation of ecology 
of the Wular Lake.

�s	Extensive work on the research of ecological eco-
nomics of the lake.

�s	Organization of an international workshop on lake 
protection.

�s	Expansion of cleaning activities, conducting a 
research study on species native to the wetland 
system.

�s	Introduction of solar lamp systems for �shermen 
families who are suffering due to the con�ict.

Wular Lake |  India
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Chilika, the largest brackish water lagoon in Asia and 
the second largest lagoon of the World is situated 
between latitudes 190 28' and 190 54' "N” and longi-
tude 850 05' and 850 38' "E" along the East-coast of 
India, spread over Puri, Khurda and Ganjam Districts 
of Odisha State. Chilika, the precious gift of God 
is renowned for biological resources, water regime, 
�shery resources, precious �ora, fauna, bird sanctuary, 
wetland and the largest hotspot wintering ground for 
the migratory birds.

Achievements 2012 – 2018

�s	We have formed community organizations, village 
volunteers are selected and antipoaching squads 
and strengthened their socio-economic condition to 
reduce their dependency on Chilika.

�s	Environmental education and integrated awareness 
campaigns are done for restoration of the ecosystem 
of Chilika.

�s	We have initiated for subsistence agricultural culti-
vation which is a sustainable crop that needs no fer-
tilizer and no pesticide and is eco-friendly, climate 
friendly.

�s	Integrated awareness programmes are done to save 
the �ora, fauna and the environment of Chilika 
Lagoon.

�s	The visitors and the boat-owners have been advised 
not to throw the polythene bags and garbage to the 
lake to facilitate the �sh resources for complimen-
tary movements.

Goals 2019 – 2024

�s	Creation of educative community organizations and 
strengthening a viable and dynamic network of the 
stakeholder community and prioritizing on women 
sensitization.

�s	Preparing a master plan in conjunction with the 
stakeholder community for conservation and restora-
tion of the second-largest wetland site.

�s	To initiate and encourage the stakeholder com-
munity for protecting the bird sanctuary, irrawaddy 
dolphins, �ora and fauna and �sh resources and the 
national heritage.

�s	Taking protection measures against over-�shing, 
throwing prawn shells, damaged-nets, polythene and 
garbage to lake area for a pollution-free Chilika.

�s	Distribution of solar lamps, awareness campaigns 
in the catchment area and providing environmental 
education to school students, village leaders and 
political leaders.

Lake Chilika |  India
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Bolgoda Lake is a threatened lake in Sri Lanka cover-
ing a vast area of 374 km2 body of water and over 400 
km2 of wetlands. This is the largest �ood plain securing 
3 districts which has 215.190 inhabitants (Moratuwa, 
Kalurata, Piliyandala) and a section of the Colombo Dis-
trict (652.000 people). The Lake is home to 7 varieties 
of Mangrove plants both true and associated as well as 
45 diverse varieties of fauna. Due to the destruction of 
the Mangroves caused by felling, industrial and other 
developments, the income through the �shing industry 
has declined drastically to the brink of being lost.

Land encroachment of the Bolgoda wetland by �lling 
waste and sand to convert the area into residential 
areas has contributed to �oods, lake water stagnation, 
pollution of the drinking water sources and loss of 
biodiversity. Flooding in the major townships leads to 
major economic losses to citizens and incurs infra-
structural damages. Loss of scenic value has affected 
the tourism income. Sand mining and destruction 
to the Mangrove habitats causes more danger from 
future tsunamis and other natural disasters as it has 
been scienti�cally proven that Mangroves reduce the 
adverse impact of natural disasters.

Achievements 2012 – 2018

�s	Declaration of the Lake Bolgoda as an environmen-
tally sensitive area. Along with 6 Mangrove species 
have been gazetted as protect species.

�s	Surveying the lake boundaries and declaration of 30 
feet buffer zone to protect the Mangrove habitats.

�s	Ending saw dust dumping and encouraging the use of 
sawdust as energy for industries through incineration.

�s	Unauthorised �shing gears and methods were 
banned in the lake. 

�s	Heavily damaged Mangrove areas were rehabilitated 
and the Mangrove forests have �ourished, as a 
result people are sensitive and are preserving the 
Mangroves. Due to the awareness created, felling of 
Mangroves reduced to 80-85%.

�s	Conventional farmers in the areas have transformed 
into organic cultivation reducing chemical discharge 
to the lake.

�s	Introduction of new regulation for new construction 
& businesses close to the lake, by making it manda-
tory to obtain an EPL (Environmental Protection 
License) and conduct IEE (Initial Environmental As-
sessment or EIA (Environmental Impact Assessment) 
prior to gaining approvals.

Goals 2019 – 2024

�s	Create an alliance between businesses, stakeholders, 
farmers to protect the lake environment and to pro-
mote sustainable businesses/ farming systems with 
zero discharge of hazardous chemicals of the like of 
chemical fertilizers to the lake and water systems.

�s	Ban the use of polythene and plastic in the lake 
areas while developing and implementing a solid 
waste removal system and a system/mechanism to 
transport segregated items to recycling plants.

�s	Work on reducing domestic waste-water in�ux / con-
tainment of Water Hyacinth and introduce zero energy 
�ltering systems such as green �lters where possible.

�s	Comprehensive survey on ecology/ biodiversity of 
the lake and a comprehensive study to estimate the 
impact on biodiversity due to human activities, ac-
tion plan for minimization of impact and assess the 
level of carbon sequestration and valuation towards 
a carbon credit system. 

�s	Lobby government and responsible authorities to 
recognize the lake and periphery as a RAMSAR site.

Lake Bolgoda |  Sri Lanka 
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The Sundarbans is the single largest mangrove for-
est and one of the most productive ecosystems of the 
world. It is a UNESCO declared Natural Heritage site 
and also a RAMSAR Wetland site . Sundarbans is a 
natural safe guard and provides livelihood support to 
approximately 3.5 millions of climate vulnerable coastal 
people. The total area of the Sundarbans is 10.000 km2 
where 6.017 km2 belong to Bangladesh and the rest 
to India. The Sundarbans is a unique ecosystem for its 
endemic biodiversity.

 
Achievements 2012 – 2019

�s	Bangladesh Environment and Development Society 
(BEDS) is a non-pro�t, non-government and com-
munity based development organization that has 
successfully completed more than 50 projects in the 
last 10 years.

�s	As a result of its outstanding contribution to nature 
and the environment, BEDS received the prestigious 
Energy Globe National Award in 2018.

�s��	The Annual Balipara Foundation Award in 2018,

�s��the Divisional Environmental Award in 2019, 2018, 
2017, 2016, 2015. 

�s��	The Top20 District Development Award in 2018.

�s	One of the BEDS implemented projects "Eco Village 
in Bangladesh" has been selected to be showcased at 
Expo 2020 Dubai's Global Best Practice Program.

Goals 2020 – 2025

�s	To engage local people with conservation activities 
effectively. 

�s	To promote Sundarbans mangrove ecosystem educa-
tion among national and international communities.

�s	To establish a mangrove wetland education center. 

�s	To create a coastal buffer zone through mangrove 
restoration and protection. 

�s	To ensure the sustainable use of mangrove resources.

SUNDaRBaNs | Bangladesh 

Bangladesh Environment and  
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Wilson Inlet is a seasonally closed estuary on the 
southern coast of Western Australia. A sand bar iso-
lates the estuary from the Southern Ocean for about 
half of the year. The natural vegetation is diverse and 
complex due to a range of soil and climatic conditions. 
Before it was cleared for agriculture, much of the 
low-rainfall northern half of the catchment was Jarrah 
forest and a variety of open woodlands and shrubs in 
sandy, swampy soils. The major threat to Wilson Inlet 
is eutrophication, with the nutrient enrichment origi-
nating from human activities in rural and urban areas.

Achievements 2012 – 2018

�s	Promotion and demonstration of sustainability in 
action through catchment action. Living Lakes 
member, Green Skills, has produced a short docu-
mentary outlining the signi�cance of this Inlet and 
its wetlands for Aboriginal culture, as a hotspot for 
migratory shorebirds, and as a shining example of 
community action for the environment. https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=80lyV7LP6hc 

�s	Green Skills collaborated with Birdlife Australia on 
a �ve year citizen science program of migratory 
shorebird research and conservation across 1000km 
of WA’s south coast, centred on Wilson Inlet. See 
https://greenskills.org.au/download/shorebirds-
south-coast-wa-2015/ 

�s	Formation of a subregional program called “The 
Living Lakes of Gondwana Link” and development 
of an ongoing program of wetland conservation and 
promotion. This forms part of the landscape conser-
vation program Gondwana Link (http://www.gond-
wanalink.org/) 

�s	Green Skills has implemented an inspiring program 
of fencing and restoring degraded wetlands and 
lakes on farms in the Great Southern region, through 
providing a range of incentives.

�s	The town of Denmark, on Wilson Inlet, has con-
tinued to showcase inspiring examples of green 
development including a community owned wind 
farm, waste minimisation, environmental arts, and 
ongoing initiatives in catchment action including 
waterway repair.

Goals 2019 – 2024

�s	Continued development of the Living Lakes of Gond-
wana Link sub-regional wetlands program

�s	Greater involvement and empowerment of local 
Noongar First Nations leaders in wetland and water-
care projects.

�s	Development of Community based enterprise ini-
tiatives as an alternative to NGO dependency on 
government grants.

�s	Developing community emergency response capac-
ity to deal with increased wild�re risk arising from 
accelerating climate change.

�s	Building innovating and inspiring linkages between 
the arts and environmental sectors on the south 
coast of WA.

�s	Developing more global linkages relating to migra-
tory shore bird conservation along the East Asia 
Australasian Flyway.

WILSON INLET |  Australia 
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Global Nature Fund (GNF) 
International Foundation for Environment and Nature

Fritz-Reichle-Ring 4 
78315 Radolfzell, Germany

Phone	 : +49 (0) 7732 99950
Fax	 : +49 (0) 7732 999588
E-Mail	 : info@globalnature.org
Visit us	: www.globalnature.org


